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Children’s geographies, young people’s geographies – and more recently youth/youthful geographies 

– can already look back on a rich tradition of critically unpacking children’s and young people’s active, 

embodied making of physical and digital space (Aitken, 2018; Evans, 2008; Skelton, 2019; Skelton & 

Aitken, 2019). Although the (active) role of digital technologies in children’s and young people’s lives 

has increasingly been addressed since the mid-2000s, there is an urgent need to further investigate 

and theorise the digital more fully from a children’s/young people’s/youth’s standpoint. 

Thereby, we are particularly interested in contributions that theorise children’s and young people’s 

physical and virtual realms, e.g., by scrutinizing “collapsing contexts” (boyd, 2002), blurred “place-

making” (Waite, 2020), “interwoven presences” (Thulin, Vilhelmson, & Schwanen, 2020) or entangled 

socio-material and techno-social spaces (Bork-Hüffer, Mahlknecht, & Kaufmann, 2020) as an intrinsic, 

natural part of children’s and young people’s lives. We thus look for contributions that consider how 

matter, bodies and technologies simultaneously act in complex and situated everyday spaces (cf. 

Änggård, 2016). 

Questions of “inclusive” and “contested everyday geographies” (Hopkins, Botterill, & Sanghera, 2018) 

are just as pressing in the digital realm. Critical, partly intersectional, analyses have started to look into 

the inequalities, exclusions or adverse incorporations that are created through the coming together of 

socio-material and techno-social constructions of gender, sexuality, class, race, and nationality (e.g., 

Cover, 2016, 2019; Rodó-de-Zárate, 2017). While underlining the importance of making visible and 

addressing inequalities, we look for papers that seek to move beyond the reproduction of normative 

social categories, e.g., through looking at “ways of thriving otherwise” (Elwood, 2020, p. 2), notions of 

diffracted difference (Barad, 2014) or hyper-diversity (Kraftl, Bolt, & Kempen, 2019).  

Given the ubiquity of the digital in children’s and young people’s everyday spaces, there is further a 

need to make the endeavours of “researching digital geographies with children and young people” 

visible. We invite submissions that focus not only on theorising their everyday life, but also papers that 

focus on innovative ways of researching with children and young people, thereby regarding “youth as 

active citizens” (Kallio, 2018, p. 566). Hereby we are particularly interested in innovative ways of 

integrating digital technologies as tools and objects of researching with children and young people. We 

ask all authors to reflect on research and data ethics in the process of researching with children and 

young people. 



We welcome contributions from various disciplinary backgrounds, and regional foci and particularly 

encourage submissions that focus on the majority and growing number of youth in the Global South 

(cf. Blerk, 2019) or fill the gap of dialogue between Global South and Global North studies (cf. Holt, 

Blazek, Benwell, & Blerk, 2020; Punch, 2020) 

 

We seek papers that address (but are not limited to) the following themes: 

• Critical ventures into children’s and young people’s socio-material and techno-social “ways of 

thriving otherwise” aimed at deconstructing normative and divisive social categories 

• Conceptualisations and analyses of entangled socio-material and techno-social everyday 

spaces in children’s and young people’s lives 

• Theoretical-conceptual approaches to children’s/young people’s/youthful geographies in light 

of the digital transformation 

• Innovative, ethically sound methodologies, possibly adopting digital and mobile technologies 

as research tools and objects, that are developed for researching with children and young 

people 

• Ways of co-creating knowledge and transferring knowledge in the field of digital geographies 

together with children and young people 

• Research and data ethics involved in researching digital geographies with children and young 

people 

 

We seek to bring all authors together for mutual discussions during an online session of the 

Association of Internet Researchers conference in 2021 (AoIR 2021, https://aoir.org/aoir2021cfp/) 

and to eventually publish full articles in a special issue on “Researching digital geographies with 

children and young people” in Digital Geography and Society (Elsevier, please see author’s guidelines 

here:  https://www.elsevier.com/journals/digital-geography-and-society/2666-3783/guide-for-

authors). 

 

Interested authors are asked to submit a short abstract (max. 250 words) to the session chairs by 21 

March 2021. Based on the submissions the session chairs will select papers for the AoIR session, invite 

the respective authors to submit the required longer AoIR abstract by 12 April 2021 and eventually 

submit a full paper for review for the special issue in Digital Geography and Society by 31 October 

2021. 

 

Timeline: 

 

21 March 2021   Submission of short abstracts (max. 250 words) to session chairs 

24 March 2021   Invitation to submit AoIR abstract sent out to authors by session chairs 

12 April 2021  Deadline for submission of longer AoIR abstract (1000-1200 words, template 

will be circulated) to session chairs 

01 June 2021 Notification of acceptance for session by AoIR  

13-16 October 2021 Paper presentation during the online Session at AoIR 

31 October 2021 Full articles for special issue due 

First quarter 2022 Final publication of special issue 

 

https://aoir.org/aoir2021cfp/
https://www.elsevier.com/journals/digital-geography-and-society/2666-3783/guide-for-authors
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